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REPORT  OF.  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


and 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  —ANS  RECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  I960 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the 

BILLINGS- AND- WINSTANLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  twenty-ninth  Annual  Report 
incorporating  the  fifteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector,  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  your  district 
in  I960. 

As  in  previous  years  it  has  been  compiled  in  the  manner 
indicated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular. 

I wish  to  thank  you  for  the  very  kind  interest  taken  in 
matters  affecting  health  and  sanitation  of  the  district. 

I v^ould  also  like  to  extend  my  thanks  to  other  members  of  the 
Staff  for  their  valuable  assistance  during  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


Yours  faithfully, 
J.  S'.  MATHER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITION  OE  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  . . . . . . ..  . 4,596 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end 
of  1959  9 according  to  the  rate  books  2,187 

Rateable  Value  . . , . 61,257 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ..  £250 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 

resident  population  mid  I960  ..  . . 6,730 


The  expanding  towns  encroach  inexorably  on  the  surrounding 
countryside.  The  guest  for  building  land  continues  apace. 

Indeed,  the  extent  of  private  building  in  the  year  more  than 
doubled  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Authority  has  hitherto  exercised  a restraining  influence  in  the 
preservation  of  the  most  picturesque  parts,  but  a more  liberal 
attitude  observed  of  late,  in  jeopardising  some  of  the  choicest 
beauty  spots,  has  been  disconcerting  the  Council  greatly. 

Albeit  the  tidal  surge  of  population  from  congested  areas  in 
such  proximity  is  difficult,  if  desirable,  to  control. 

Local  industries  employ  only  a small  fraction  of  the 
population,  most  residents  travelling  further  afield  to  jobs 
now  within  easy  access.  The  dwindling  coal  resources  however 
still  occupy  some,  though  opencast  working  is  in  rapid  decline. 
Stone-quarrying,  on  the  other  hand,  with  the  accessory  require- 
ments of  the  new  motorways,,  is  thriving,  as  also  is  brick  and 
terra-cotta  manufacture.  A section  of  the  female  population 
find  employment  in  laundry  and  ancillary  jobs  at  Bi Hinge 
Hospital.  Unemployment  remained  at  a minimum  and  was  usually 
transitional. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

107 

54 

33 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

108 

54 

54 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  of  the  district 

0 » * 0 

..  crude  16.0 

adjusted  16.4 

Other  Live  Birth  Statistics  introduced 

for.  the • 

purpose 

of  comparison 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  births  in  district  during  1959. 

96 

50 

46 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 
for  1959  . . . . . . , . c:. 


c rude  14.7 
adjusted  15.0 


Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  I960  . . ..  17.1 

Still_Births  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  ....  ..  . . . . 4 2 2 

Illegitimate 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ..  ..  ..  35.7 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  'and  still  births)  in 

Engl  an.  d and  Wales  ..  .19.7 


D nAEKS  Total  Male  Female 

‘ 121  65  56 

Death  rate  per  1?000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ..  . . m . crnde  18*0 

adjusted  13.1 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  I960.. 11. 5 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  Deaths  De^th  rate  ner  1,00C 

total  live  ?.  still 
births 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  ..  ..  Nil  Nil 

Other  maternal  causes  . . . . . . ’. . Nil  Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births -Nil. 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Deaths  of -infants  under  one  year  of  age;-  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  . . . . 1 ’ 1 Nil 

Illegitimate  Nil  Nil  Nil 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  - 9.3 

Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  - 9.3 

Illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  - Nil 

Number  of  infantile  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  in  England 
and  Wales  in  I960  ..  21*7 


Neo— Natal  Mortality 


Total  Male  Female 


Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


1 1 Nil 

Nil  Nil  Nil 


Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ..  9.3 

Mortality  rate  in  England  and  Wales  ..  15.6 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

Mortality  rate  0.15 

Malignant  Growths 

Mortality  rate  - 2.53  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 
Mortality  rate  in  England  and  Wales  - 2.16  per  1,000 


Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 


44.6  per  1,000 
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SECTION  B 


General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

Although  it  hah  not  been  necessary  to  forward  any  specimens 
for  examination  during  the  year,  laboratory  facilities  are  provided 
as  follows: - 


Pathological  specimens  submitted  to  Wigan  Infirmary. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out  at  Liverpool 
City  Laboratories. 

Chemical  Analysis  carried  out  at  the  Liverpool  City 
Laboratories. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

No  change  was  made  or  indicated  in  the  excellent  arrangements 
of  the  Ambulance  Service,  supplied  by  the  County  Council.  No 
difficulty  was  encountered  and  no  complaint  made  during  the  year, 
the  service  being  prompt  and  efficient  at  the  instance  of  the 
doctor  or  nurse  for  either  ambulance  or  car.  (Telephone  number 
Wigan  5515I) 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  County  District  Nurses  continued  to  work  in  effective 
liaison  with  their  Medical  Colleagues  to  the  general  advantage 
and  individual  benefit  of  the  patients.  Those  at  present  engaged 


within  the  district  are:- 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Fowles 

Telephone  number 

Billinge 

265 

Mrs.  M.  Worthington 

ts  tt 

Wigan 

82668 

Mrs.  A.  Fairhurst 

St  tS 

Wigan 

82408 

(d)  Home  Help 

This  service  supplying  the  needs  of  the  aged  and  invalid  is 
provided  and  excellently  administered  by  the  County  Council 
through  the  medium  of  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A ready  response  to  any  representation  on  behalf  of  a worthy  case 
is  forthcoming  on  application  to  the  Supervisor  at  the  Divisional 
Health  Offices,  Telephone  Number  Wigan  44208. 

(e)  The  Health  Visitors 

Primarily  responsible  for  the  after-care  and  guidance  of 
mothers  with  newly  born  children.  These  nurses  have  also  con- 
tributed flexibly  to  many  other  aspects  of  the  Public  Health 
and  National  Health  Services  within  the  domestic  sphere.  Their 
liaison  is  much  esteemed. 

(f  ) Domi c i 1 i ary  :'Ii dw i f e ry 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  is  encouraged  wherever  feasible. 

By  and  large  the  hospitals  cater  for  first  pregnancies,  elderly 
multiparae  , complicated  cases  and  those  w7ith  inadequate  domestic 
facilities.  Nurse  Ashall  (telephone  number  Billinge  552)  the 
local  midwife,  attends  most  of  those  delivered  at  home.  In  a 
total  of  108  births  in  the  district,  she  attended  28  of  the  51 
domiciliary  cases. 
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(g)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  - No  change 
Child  Welfare 


The  local  Clinic  under  the  County  control  is  held  in  the 
Billinge  Conservative  Club  every  Tuesday  afternoon  between 
2.0  p.m.  and  4.30  p.m.  Mothers  are  encouraged  to  attend  with 
their  children  under  school  age,  and  guidance  is  given  on 
general  upbringing*  with  advice  on  minor  ailments.  Baby  foods 
are  also  made  available  at  reduced  prices  on  the  Medical  Officer’s 
r ec  ommendati ons . 

(h)  Ho soitals 

The  all  embracing  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Scheme 
continued  to  expand  the  hospital  facilities  for  local  patients. 

The  majority  receive  their  treatment*  whether  as  inpatients  or 
out-patients,  at  one  of  the  hospitals  in  the  Wigan  and  Leigh 
Group.  A minority* go  to  the  St.  Helens  Hospitals.  Special 
cases  have  treatment  in  Manchester  or  Liverpool  Hospitals. 
Infectious  cases  requiring  hospital  isolation  are  usually 
transported  to  Whelley.  - • 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


1.  Water 

A full  and  wholesome  water  supply  was  maintained  by  the 
St.  Helens  Joint  Water  Board  throughout  the  year.  Samples  were 
taken  on  September  28th  1959  'and  April  10th  1961  for  Chemical 
Analysis  and  the  results  in  both  instances  revealed  an  upland 
surface  quality  in  a pure  condition.  Bacteriological  samples 
•are  also  submitted  weekly  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Liverpool,  for  testing  and  these  reports  have  been  consistently 
satisfactory.  Nevertheless,  complaints  were  made  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  of  a disagreeable  taste  and  smell  imparted  at 
times  by  the  water  in  certain  localities.  No  feasible  explana- 
tion was  forthcoming,  but  the  remedy  was  entirely  effective. 

In  consideration  of  the  rapid  development  now  taking  place 
in  the  district,  it  is  recognised  that  the  present  distribution 
system  mil  have  to  be  reviewed  to  increase  reservoir  storage 
and  augment  the  supply  to  the  area. 

New  Watermains  laid  in  I960 


Loc at ion 

Yards 

Diam 

Hillside  Close 

299 

35: 

Crank  Road 

307 

4'* 

56 

6n 

Beacon  Road 

166 

4" 

56 

6" 

Longshaw  Old  Road 

78 

3:; 

Moss  Road 

184 

3" 

At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  2,185  dwellings 
with  a population  of  6,533  were  connected  to  the  public  mains 
and  two  only  containing  seven  persons  excluded  therefrom. 
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2 . Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  bulk  of  the  sewage  of  the  district  is  now  dealt  with  at 
the  two  modern  sewage  disposal  plants  situated,  one  at  Lyme  Vale, 
broadly  to  accommodate  the  Chapel  End  of  the  district,  and  the 
other  at  Hall  Lane,  to  accommodate  the  Higher  End  and  adjoining 
Winstanley  areas.  Thus,  only  the  Pemberton  Road  section  of 
Winstanl ey>  which  discharges  into  the  adjacent  Wigan  sewer  and 
the  remote  and  isolated  hamlet  at  Kings  Moss  remain  beyond  the 
scope  of  the  scheme  which  is  now  in  full  operation.  With  regard 
to  the  latter,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  any  further  building 
development  in  Kings  Moss  will  inevitably  accentuate  a difficult 
position.  But  the  Council  is  averse  to  any  appreciable  involve- 
ment there  until  the  resolutions  of  the  Boundary  Commission  are 
made  known. 

The  Lyme  Vale  installation,  which  has  been  such  a disappoint- 
ment hitherto  in  its  ineffectuality,  came  into  more  earnest 
consideration  in  the  year  at  the  instigation  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health. - The  responsible  parties  were  recalled  to  the  flaws 
in  the  sprinkler  beds  which  had  been  permitting  crude  sewage  to 
seepaway  in  the  effluent.  A complete  renewal  of  the  media  was 
the  generally  accepted  remedy  and  this  work  was  put  into  effect 
in  June  and  completed  in  November.  Ho  further  complaint  has  been 
either  forthcoming  or  anticipated. 

3.  Rivers  and  Streams 


There  is  no  industrial  pollution  of  any  watercourse  and  the 
sewerage  danger  should  now  be  eradicated. 

4 .  Sanitary  Provisions 

Though  only  six  W.C.  conversions  have  been  credited  to  the 
district  during  the  year,  the  Council  remains  none  the  less 
intent  on  the  abolition  of  all  privy  closets  and  middens  with  due 
expedition.  But  it  is  evident  that  a large  proportion  will  be 
eradicated  in  the  process  of  Slum  Clearance,  the  early  manifesta- 
tion of  which  can  be  anticipated  next  year.  Meanwhile  other 
owners  not  so  implicated  will  be  urged  to  convert  by  the  more 
liberal  grants  afforded  in  recent  legislation. 


Closet  Accommodation 

I960  1959 

Number  of  Privy  Middens  . . # # 130  133 

Number  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens  . . 179  183 

Number  of  pail  closets 4 4 

Number  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens)  • ..  Nil.  2 

Number  of  moveable  ashbins  ..  . . ..1,753  1,611 

Number  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system  ..1,904  1,762 

Number  of  Fresh  water  closets..  . . ..  ..2,202  2,060 

Number  of  waste  water  closets..  ..  , . . . Nil.  Nil. 

5.  Public  Cleansing 
Disinfestation 


In  my  renort  of  1959  I referred  to  the  prevalence  of  woodworm. 
Ten  houses  were  treated  during  1959,  but  there  has  been  a decline 
during  the  past  year,  four  houses  only  being  treated.. 

The  following  premises  were  disinfested ■ during  the  year  for  the 
reasons  stated: - 

Woodworm  . . . . 4 houses 

Cockroaches  . . . . 13  iS 

Silver  fish  . . . . 3 M 

Spraying  and  dusting  with  various  insecticidal  liquids  and 
powders  proved  to  be  highly  effective. 


6 . Rodent  Control 


One  trained  part-time  operator  is  employed  on  rodent  control 

work. 


The  following  abstract  from  the  Annual  Report  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  indicates  the 
nature  and  extent  of  work  carried  out  during  the  twelve  months 
ended  Jlst  December,  I9601.-  / 


Type  of  Property 


Non-Agri cultural 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

including 

Council 

Houses 

i 

‘All  other 
’including 
business 

1 premises 

1 

'Total 

i 

'Columns 

jl,2&3. 

Agricultur  al 

1.  Number  of  proper- 
ties in  Local 
Authority's  District 

■ 

6 

2,187 

j 

i 

i 

j 40 

2,233 

i 

46 

2.  Number  of  proper- 
ties inspected  as  a 

i 

I 

I 

f 

I 

j 

result  of  •* 

I 

i . 

i 

i 

a.  Notification 

“ 

86 

3 

89 

- 

b.  Survey  under  the 
Act 

| 

5 

240 

i 

66 

311 

— 

c.  Otherwise  (e.g. 
when  visited 
primarily  for 
some  other 
purpose 

i 

1 

1 

! _ 

i ■ 

338 

i 

t 

! 

jr 

| 

i ** 

338  ■ 

3.  Total  inspections 
carried  out  including 
re-inspections 

k 

1 , * * 

i _ 

52 

— 

4.  Number  of  proper- 
ties inspected  in 
section  11  which  were 
found  to  be  infested 
byt- 

a.  Rats  - Major 

\ 

■ 

. 

- 

! 

i 

l 

i 

i 

j*  . 

? 

i 

" - Minor 

4 

120 

3 

127 

— 

b.  Mice  - Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

" - Minor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Number  of  infested 
properties  in  Section 
IV  treated  by  the 

L.  A. 

4 

120 

; 

i 

| 

i • 3 

1 

127 

6.  Total  treatments 
carried  out  includ- 
ing re-treatments 

16 

1 

( 

i . : 

16 

• 

14 


7.  Number  of  Block 
control  schemes  carried 
out 


7 . Refuse  Collection 
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The  refuse  collection  service  provides  employment  for  six  . 
full  time  men. 

During  the  year  a new  vehicle  was  acquired  to  renlace  the 
Karrier  Gamecock  of  10  cubic  yards  capacity  which  was  five  years _ 
old.  This  Karrier  was  replaced  by  a Karrier  Dual  tip  diesel  vehicle 
which , with  its  much  larger  capacity  is  helping  considerably  with 
the  continued  growth  of  the  district.  There  is  no  doubt  however, 
that  if  the  district  continues  to  grow7,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
acquire  a second  vehicle  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

Refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  dustbins  provided  by  the 
owner- occupier.  Our  regular  weekly  collection  was  maintained 
during  the  year  except  for  the  interruptions  caused  by  public 
and  general  holidays. 

It  is  still  difficult  to  obtain  adequate  and  suitable  labour 
for  this  heavy  and  unpleasant  task,  but  it  is  gratifying  to 
record  that  the  service  operates  efficiently  and  quietly,  without 
complaint. 

No  charge  was  made  for  the  removal  of  trade  refuse. 

The  old  quarry  off  Winstanley  Road  has  been  used  throughout 
the  year  for  the  purpose  of  refuse  disposal,  having  proved  very 
satisfactory,  but  it  is  rapidly  being  filled  and  it  will  be 
necessary  during  the  coming  year  to  look  elsewhere  for  tipping 

ground. 

The  refuse  tip  was  regularly  treated  with  bait,  and  insecti- 
cide as  a precaution  against  rodent  and  insect  infestations. 

Privy  middens  continued  to  be-  emptied  systematically  and 
I would  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  urgent 
need  to  deal  with  these  unhealthy  and  unsightly  buildings.  Many 
are  sited  adjacent  to  new?  building  estates,  and  I feel  the  time 
is  long  overdue  when  the  Council  should  consider  improving  the 
existing  grant  of  £?.  per  conversion. 

8 . Shops  and  Offices 


The  Public  Health  Inspector  continued  to  act  as  Shop  Inspector 
on  behalf  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  under  the  Shops  Act, 
1950. 

The  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  made  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  1955  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1950  and  have 
now  been  in  force  for  a period  of  five  years. 


All  the  shops,  with  the  exception  of  tw?o,  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory  and  there  has  been  a great  improvement  in  the 
Stores  generally. 

Improvements  have  been  executed  as  follows ;- 

1.  New  or  improved  display  counters  designed  to 
protect  food  from  risk  of  contamination  during 
exposure  for  sale. 

2.  Refrigerated  storage  and  display  cabinets. 

3.  Cupboard  and  locker  accommodation  for  outdoor 
clothing  and  footwear. 

4.  New  wash-basins. 

5.  General  repair  and  re-decoration  of  food  rooms. 


3'- 


8 . Shops  and.  Offices 

With  regard  to  the  two  outstanding  shops,  one  of  the  properties 
has  been  considered  for  demolition  and  the  second  a small 
Co-operative  Society,  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  despite  the  fact 
that  it  has  been  under  consideration  for  closing  for  some  considerable 
time. 

■ 

9.  Licenced  Premises 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  licenced  premises  in  the 
district  and  the  sixteen  licenced  premises  are  adequately  provided 
with  suitable  sanitary  accommodation.  In  two  cases  improvements 
have  been  made  during  the  year.  There  remains  one  licenced 
premises  where  improvements  could  be  carried  out,  and  the  owners 
have  been  contacted. 

Clubs 

There  are  five  clubs  in  the  district  and  all  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory  so  far  as  sanitary  arrangements  are  concerned. 

Attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  cleansing  and  sterilising 
of  glasses  and  all  premises  used  a recognised  detergent. 

It  is  true  to  say  that  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  of  1955 
have  proved  very  useful  so  far  as  licenced  premises  are  concerned. 

10.  Atmospheric  Pollution 

General  observations  of  works1  chimneys  were  made  during  the 
year,  but  there  was  no  cause  for  complaint. 

The  attention  of  the  industrialists  in  the  district  was  drawn 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  and  the  Dark  Smoke 
(Permitted  Periods)  Regulations,  1958?  which  came  into  force  on 
1st  June,  1958 • 

11.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

One  private  swimming  bath  is  well  maintained  having  its  own 
purification  plant. 

12.  Hairdressing  'Establishments 

There  are  five  hairdressing- establishments  in  the  district, 
all  for  females. 

Communications  concerning  the  hygiene  of  premises  and 
hairdressing  equipment  have  been  sent  to  all  hairdressers  and 
the  premises  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time. 

The  Ladies'  establishments’  are  modern,  fitted  with  up-to-date 
equipment,  hot  and  cold  water,  toilet  facilities,  etc.  The 
attendants  in  the  establishments  take  great  care  in  their  personal 
hygiene. 

13.  Schools 

* 

Total  number -of  schools  in  the  district  4 

Number  of  schools  with  unstaisfactory  yard  surfaces. . Nil. 
Number  of  schools  with  fresh  water  closets  . . ..  4 

Number  of  schools  with  dustbins  . . . . . . . . 4 

Number  of  schools  supplied  with  water  from  mains  ..  4 

Number  of  schools  with  drainage  to  public  sewers  . . 4 

School  meals  are  provided  at  three  of  the  schools,  one  school 
having  its  own  kitchen.  The  facilities  for  handling  meals  at  the 
two  schools  in  the  Chapel  End  of  the  district  are  considered 
satisfactory. 
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14.  Offensive  Trades 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

15.  Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

16.  Canal  Boats 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 


SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

Forty  flats  were  approaching  completion  at  the  close  of  the 
year  and  have  since  been  occupied  by  tenants  from  condemned 
property.  Private  building  reached  a new  peak  but  this  did 
little  to  ameliorate  the  local  position  with  regard  to  either 
overcrowding  or  accommodation  for  the  aged.  Generally  speaking 
the  people  in  lodgings  and  the  elderly  have  been  greatly 
neglected  in  recent  provisions  which  have  catered  mainly  for 
Slum  Clearance.  Overcrowding  persists  to  the  extent  of  21 
householders,  comprising  106  persons  and  13  lodgers  involving 
81  persons  on  the  Council* s files.  Only  casual  vacancies  are 
so  far  available  for  these  and  the  contention  for  such  is 
correspondingly  keen.  On  this  account  the  points  system  was 
revised  to  ensure  equitable  decisions  where  comparisons  are 
close.  Eventually  the  scheme  now  contemplated  on  the  Gantley 
Road  Site  for  the  erection  of  flats,  bungalows  and  houses, 
totalling  approximately  100,  should  fundamentally  remedy  this 
state  of  affairs. 

Unfortunately  ascending  rentals  which  are  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  rising  costs  and  increased  loan  charges  are 
prejudicing  the  prospects.  However,  it  is  hoped  ultimately  to 
replace  about  300  substandard  houses,  which  are  in  varying 
states  of  dilapidation  from  age. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  TT  _ , 

— — — Houses  Flats 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 


1.  By  the  Local  Authority  ..  ..  ..  Nil.  Nil. 

2.  By  other  Local  Authorities  ..  ..  Nil.  Nil. 

3.  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ..  ..  136  Nil. 

Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  Number 


formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 

(■'under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) . 129 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal 

made  for  the  purpose  ..  ..  ..  . . 201 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  (a)  above 
found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation,  but  capable  of 

being  rendered  fit.  . / . . ..  76 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  existing  at 
end  of  year  which  were  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion and  not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of 
being  rendered  fit  ..  ..  r.  . ..  323 


SECTION  D 


Houses  Demolished 

Houses 

Displaced 

year 

during 

In  Clearance  areas:- 

Demolished 

Persons ■ 

Families 

1.  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

2.  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

arrangement  * etc . 

5.  Houses  on  land  acquired  under 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

Section  43(2)  Housing  Act,  1957 

Not  in  Clearance  areas:- 

4.  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  section  17(1) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

4 

Housing  Act,  1957 « 

5.  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified 

Nil. 

Nil  „ 

Nil. 

unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

6.  Houses  ■’unfit  for  human  habitation 
where  action  has  been  taken  under 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

local  Acts 

7.  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness . 

• 

1 — 1 

•H 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Orders 

Unfit  Houses  Closed 

1.  Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and  35(1) 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Housing  Act,  1957 

2.  Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26  Housing 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Act  1957. 

3-  Parts  of  buildings  closed  ■'under 

Nil. 

Nil . 

Nil . - 

Section  18  Housing  Act.  1957 

Nil . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Unfit  Houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied : 

By  owner  ' By  Local  Anthorif 

1.  After  informal  action  by  local  authority  32  - 


2.  After  formal  notice  under 

(s)  Public  Health  Acts  Nil  Nil. 

(b)  Sections  9 and  16  Housing  Act*  1957  Nil.  Nil. 

3.  Under  Section  24  Housing  Act  1957  Nil  Nil. 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act*  1959  - STANDARD  GRANTS 


Number  of  dwellings 
or  other  buildings 
affected  - 


Action  during  year:- 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to 

Local  Authority 

15. 

(b)  Applications  approved  by  Local 
Authority 

15. 

(c)  Work  completed 

17. 

- 11  - 

SECTION  E 

Milk  and  Dairies  Administration 

The  following  statistics  give  a general  indication  of  the 
milk  supply  of  the  district. 

Milk  Producers  in  the  district..  . . ••  H 

Milk  Producers  including  Producer  Retailers  4 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Mi lk) ~ Regulations j 1949  to  1,9 

Dealers8  licences  issued  - Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ..  8 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Pasteurised  C Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations,  1949  to  1993 

Dealers’  licences  issued  - Pasteurised  Milk  . ..  8 

Dealers’  licences  issued  - Sterilised  Milk 

Milk  continued  to  be  sampled  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
and  all  samples  taken  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

A total  of  66  inspections  of  food  premises  and  distributors’ 
vehicles  of  all  kinds  was  made  during  the  year. 

With  regard  to  travelling  shops,  improvements  have  been  made 
when  compared  with  standards  previously  accepted. 

Meat  and  other  Poods 

There  is  no  local  public  abbatoir  or  private  slaughterhouse, 
and  no  animal  for  human  consumption  was  slaughtered  in  the  district. 


The  meat  on  sale  in  shops  and  vehicles  was  inspected  periodi 
cally  and  found 'to  be  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  a list  of  food  condemned  during  196Q;- 


Type  of  Food 


1 tin  of 
1 


2 

2 

2 

3 


2 

37 

3 

3 

3 


o: 


toxes 
}pxes 
ans  o 

Biiii£g§hn,ne‘a  *°° 


Pineapples 

Pears 

Sherry  Triffle 

Strawberries 

Red  Plums 

Rice  Puddings 

11  Pheasants 

Fillet  .Steak 
Lamb  Liver 

Turkey 
Boiled  Ham 
Chicken 

Ox  Tongue 
Corned  Beef 

Casserole  Steak 
2 Fresh  Salmon 
18 Brown  Trout 
Red  Salmon 
.P^rago^. Pea 

; IH' 


lagers 


"Total  quantity 

of  stock  or 
consignment 
examined 


12  07,  s. 
1514  ozs. 
1 ozs. 


as 
meat. 


1 lb. 

2 lbs. 
2 lbs. 
1 lb. 


1 ft!. 

47  lbs. 
15  lbs. 
22  lbs. 

8 lbs. 
18  .lbs. 

3 lbs. 
•26  lbs. 
15  lbs. 

2 lbs. 
1 lb. 


0 

0 

14 

8 

12 

0 

15 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

5 


ozs  • 
ozs. 
ozs . 


ozs, 

osz. 

ozs. 

ozs. 

ozs. 

ozs. 

ozs. 

ozs. 
ozs. 
ozs. 
ozs . 
ozs . 


Quantity 

Condemned 

12  ozs. 

15% 

ozs. 

lib. 

1 

oz. 

21bs . 

0 

ozs. 

21bs. 

0 

ozs . 

lib. 

14 

ozs . 

Bibs . 

8 

ozs . 

Bibs. 

12 

ozs. 

471bs 

ozs. 

151bs 

.15 

ozs . 

221bs 

. o 

ozs. 

81bs 

. 0 

ozs. 

181bs 

. o 

ozs. 

31bs 

. 0 

ozs. 

261bs 

• 8 

ozs. 

131bs 

. 8 

ozs.  I 

2 lbs 

. 0 

ozs. 

1 lb 

i 

. 5 

ozs . 
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Prevalence  of  and.  Control  of  Infectious  disease 


Measles  was  the  only  notifiable  disease  of  note.  Prevailing 
in  minor  epidemic  form  in  the  latter  seven  months  and  more  wide- 
spread through  the  first  half  of  the  present  year.  The  affliction 
has  been  mild  and  uncomplicated. 

The  solitary  acute  infective  encephalitis  case  terminated 
fatally  in  Wigan  Infirmary  where  the  child  was  trasf erred  at  the 
instance  of  the  Paediatric  Consultant.  The  origin  of  the  infection 
could  not  be  traced. 

Persons  immunised  and  vaccinated  during  106 0 


Type  of  infection  Pre- 

-School  Children 

School  Children 

Adults 

Triple  Antigen 
(Diphtheria,  Who oping 
Cough  and  Tetanus) 

76 

20 

1 

Diphtheria  Re-inforcing 
injections 

' 2 

206 

Nil. 

Poliomyelitis : 

Primary 

69 

8 

88 

Re-inforcing 

82 

294 

170 

Smallpox  Vaccination! 

Primary 

60 

1 

3 

Re-vaccination 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

By  comparison  with  the  previous  year*  it  is  seen  that 
immunisation  with  combined  antigen  against  diphtheria,  Tetanus 
and  Whooping  CougB  continued  at  a steady  pace.  Calculated  as  a 
percentage  of  the  total  births  primary  immunisations  in  infancy 
in  1959  and  I960  were  respectively  73%  and  70.5%.  Of -the 
remainder  it  is  evident  that  a substantial  proportion  receive 
the  primary  prophylactic  subsequently  at  school.  The  manifest 
increase  in  the  number  of  re-inf ore ing  injections  at  school, 
more  than  six  times  that  of  the  previous  year,  is  a salutary 
feature  to  the  credit  of  the  School  Medical  Officers. 

The  Poliomyelitis  campaign  too  has  been  exercising  a 
popular  appeal,  particularly  w ith  - the  adults  who  are  now 
eligible.  There  was  of  course  a decline  in  the  number  of 
school  children  primarily  immunised,  but  a maintained  number 
of  re-inforcing  injections.  Generally,  it  may  be  said  that 
the  whole  of  this  age  group  has  now  been  protected.  Smallpox 
vaccinations  continued  steadily  equivalent  to  55*5%  of  the  total 
births  in  I960,  as  compared  with  53%  in  1959- 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1960  (After  corrections) 


Notifiable 

Diseases 

Total 
c ases 
at  all 
ages 

Total  cases  notified 
Age  periods  - years 

65 

& 

0 

Total 

Deaths 

0 

1 

2 

_| 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

25 

45 

over 

0 Jj 

Scarlet  Fever 

’ 3 ■ 

- 

.. . . 

1 

1 

1 

Measles  (exc. 
rubella) 

13  • 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

1 

_ . 

_ 

_ 

Acute  Encephalitis 
Infective 

1 " 

* _ 

1 



__ . 

1 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

4 

r 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

2' 

1 

i ~ 

- 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

2 

i 

I** 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

— 1 - 

Total 

23 

y_ 

r rJ 

2! 

2 

9 

2 

? 

- 

— 

2 

i 

2 
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Disinfection  after  Infections  Disease 

The  method  employed  with  regard  to  premises  is  fumigation 
with  formaldehyde  gas.  No  occasion  of  this  kind  arose.  Fomites 
are  disinfested  in  the  autoclave  by  steam. 


Tuberculosis 


No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under 
section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act , 1936,  relating  to  the  com- 
pulsory removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
The  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  the  area  is  efficient,  there 
being  no  instance  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  death. 

Six  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
year,  compared  with  three  cases  last  year. 


Factories  and  Workplaces 


Part  1 of  the  Factories  Act,  1957 

Inspections  were  made  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to 
health  •’under  the  Factories  Act,  1937* 

The  Public  Health  Inspector,  working  in  liaison  with  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories,  maintained  effective  supervision  of 
local  factories  and  workshops  from  the  Public  Health  aspect. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act.  1996 

This  act  imposes  upon  Local  Authorities  the  duty  of  ensuring 
that  all  agricultural  units  within  its  area,  where  workers  are 
employed  in  agriculture,  are  provided  with  suitable  and  sufficient 
sanitary  arrangements,  which  must  be  properly  maintained. 

There  are  46  agricultural  ■'units  in  the  Urban  District  which 
are  generally  small  in  character.  Inspections  carried  out  indicate 
that  most  have  available  water  or  conservancy  type  of  sanitary 
conveniences  to  meet  the  needs  of  regular  workers.  Where  persons 
are  employed  on  seasonal  work,  chemical  closets  are  usually 
erected. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  Factories  and  Workshops 


operating  in  the  district  during  1960;- 

Collieries  4 

Stone  Quarries  . . . . . . 2 

Boot  & Clog  Repairing  , . 2 

Brickworks..  ..  . . ..  2 

Joinery  . . . „ . . . . 3 

Government  Radar  Station  . . 1 

Opencast  Mining. 1 

Plant  Depot  1 


We  are , 

Your  obedient  servants, 

Jo  S.  MATHER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Co  BROWN , 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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